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THE DAY OF DECISION.
The Presidential canvass which this day comes
to an_end has been wholly without precedent in

the history of the aguntry, whether vegarded in its

substantial issues or in its collsteral aspects. In
the heart of a great civil revolution, stirriag socie-
ty to ita lowent depths, the people have been oclled
to consider the elements that make up the political
situation, and to decide what direction shall be
impressed on the mighty current of the events
passing before their eyes.

Where so many influences have combined to dis~
turb the judgments of men it would bo idle to look
for serenity of opinions among all the adherents of
any party, since to the natural divemsities of sen-
timent and conduct which spring from differences
of temperament, character, and education, have
been added at this juncture the jealousies and sus-
picions engemdered by the nature of the great
struggle in which the country is engaged. And
henoe it is that in the jarring conflicts of opinion
we have seen men taking sides with the Adminia-
tration or against it in the pending electoral con-
teat without any regard to former political disori-
minations. The fountains of the great deep have
been broken up, and the surging waters have over-
flowed all the ancient demarcations which ones in-
dieated the boundaries of different political organi-
zations. Thus it is that we have seen coalitions in
support of the Administration composed of men
representing all shades of former political opinion,
and embracing all possible varieties of contemporary
oreeds, from William Lloyd Garrison to Edward
Everett, from John C. Fremont to Montgomery
Blair, from men like Messrs. Wade and Davis to
men like Mesars. Seward and Bates. With views
as wide apart as the poles, all these diversities have
found a motive for combining in the support of the
same oandidates—the only thing had in common
smong them. In like menner, amoog the oppo-
nents of the Administration we have seen repre-

sented an almost equal varisty of ancient politieal |

faiths. Men who but recently were among the
most zealous of Republicans have uwnited with
Democrats and Whigs in supporting the candidacy
of Gen. MeClellan.

Ia sueh a chaos of opinions it must needs be that
many are held in combination with each of the two
great bodies of ocitizens who have been thrown to-
gether in the support respectively of Mr. Lincola
and General MoClellan without sssuming any
responsibility whatever for the views of fheir
political associstes. When the New York Times,
edited by the ohief manager of the Presiden-
tial canvass on the part of the Republicans, does
not seruple to ot with such zealous and efficient
allies as Messrs. Ygde and Davis, while denounc-
ing them as men who “ lead the van.ia the blind
race of radicalism and barbarism,” we may be sure
that not only all political consistency, but even all
sense of political identity has been submerged by
the drift of events. And within the last few days
we have seen a movement, headed by so respectable
s gentleman as Major Gen. Dix, designed to con-
ciliate support for the Administration on the basis
of the Democratio party pure and simple—it being
represented by this branch of the President’s sup-
porters that fidelity to the ancient Demoeratio creed
must bring the loyal adherents of that creed into
confederation with the modern Republicans under
the emergent issues of the hour. In a word, they
hold that the Republican party of to-day is the -
tural home of the Democrats who would preserve
unoorrupted the traditions of that party which has
ruled the country under Jackson, Van Baren, Polk,
Pierce, and Buchanan. New Republican is only
0ld Demoerat “ writ large.”

It is known to our readers that since the disso-
lution of the Whig party we have not wholly acted
with either the' Republioan or Demooratio organi-
gations. To the Democratic party, while it was in
power, we were almost habitually opposed, for
though we waged against it no systematio opposi-
tion, we were rarely able to conour with its princi-
ples or its administrative measures. Wo thought
at the time, a8 we still think, that under the lead
of Bouthern statesmen and agitators it steadily tend-

ed to develop sntagonisms which threatened the

equilibrium of our political system, and henoe we
resisted all those schemes of sectional aggrandize-
ment which wero initisted under its auspioes, and
whioh, though urged in the name of national
intereste, seemed to us fraught with damage to the
common weal.

Baut, while thus opposiog the genoral policy of
the ancient Democratic party, we were just as little
able to conour with the spirit and tendencies of
the Republican party, which being, in ita origin
and constitution, n resction sgainst the extremes
of the Lemoorncy, partook of the dangers attaching
to all politioal resctions—pushing its peculiar views
of public polisy to lengths out of all proportion
with the other great interests of the nation. And
#0 it eamo to pass that “the North” and the
Squth” were at last arrayed against eaoh other un-
der oolor of diverse politioal organizations, We
stood aloof from both, endeavoring as far as possi-
ble to moderate against the violenoe of both with-
out identifying ourselves with either. .

‘We were not, therefore, among the supporters
of Mr. Lincoln at the last election, which develop-

-
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od & quadrangular contest, with candidscies repre-
Mr. Doagha; dad Mr, Bell. The exsotions
» Southern of the Demooracy had result-
ed in & acission of that sncient party, and the dis-
‘waion tendencies of that witg were now fully dis;
alosed.  As it is the nature of sntagopisms in po-
os mutually to sapport and fead each other, the

95 por_sont. (or ons-fourth of the fullsharge) 40 487,90 | g icur party thrived ou the dissensions of ita

.mont formidable rival. As has been truly said by
Mr. Greeley, “the engincors of the rebellion de-
sived and labored for the Republican trivmph of
11860.” And he is equally trus to history when he
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It was in view of such a oco-operation between
these two sectional antagonisms that, as lovers of
the Union, we could mever see our way clear to
join with either in the bonds of politioal fellowship.
But when Mr. Lincoln was oconstitutionally elected
to the Presidenoy we strove to the best of our ability
to resist the revolutionary projeots of the South-
orn_politicians, and sought, within the sphere of
our influence as public journalists, to coneiliate for
him the confidence of the Southern people. In so
doing, we had to endure many reproaches, not only
from some who to-day are in arms against the Go-
vernment, but from others who are now blatant in
denouncing as “traitors” all who do not prove their
loyalty by an unquestioning support of the present
Administration. g
On Mr. Linooln’s socession to power, and after
the advent of civil war, we gave to his Adminis.
tration the fullest support it was in our power to
give. The hearta of the loyal people of the whole
nation were fused into one glowing mass of patriot-
ism by the flames of the conflict. The politioal dross
of more than a quarter of a century was purged
away as in an instant by that fiery ordeal. Old
issues passed away. Wire.drawn disoriminations
sbout banks, tariffs, internal improvements, &e.
disappeared. The simple question was, * who-
will support the Government sgainst armed sedi-
tion?” The simple object of the war, at the
same time, was avowed to be the restaration of the
Union under the Constitution.

To the support of the. Government, as established
by the Coustjtution, we, sre_jeevocably pledged,
Adwiniurdtions. Aud'in
Vernment, as we conceive, we have given to
the present Administration all the support we
could honestly give it in consistency with our pars-
mount allegiance to the Constitution and the laws.
When its measures have seemed to us constitu-
tional and expedient we have given them ourearnest
eo-operation.  When they seemed otherwise, we
have never failed to indieste. our opinion, as duty
and candor required at our hands. And just in
proportion us the Administration has, in our eyes,
strayed from the simple paramount obligation im-
posed upon it, to conduct the war for the Union
under the Constitution, have been the frequency and
the earnestness of our dissent from its policy and
measures, until in the end, when oalled to consider
the rival claims of Mr. Lincoln and Gen. MeClellan
in the present canvass, it was not difficult to decide
which of them, in consistency with our known
opinions, was entitled to receive our support, if we
took any side in the struggle. And while we aim
to be independent st all times, the thought of being
neutral in an emergency which more than ever
ealled for the honest activity of every good citizen
seemed to us little short of sotual treason to the
Republio. For sach politieal indifferentism we
have no toleration in a time like the present.

The support of the candidacy of Gen. McClellan
followed so naturally and necessarily from the con-
viotions of politieal duty inculeated in these co-
lumnos since the outbreak of the war, that we have
never paused in the intervals of the canvass to offer
any explanations, much less any defence of our
course. We had simply t> ask which of the
two oandidates frankly socepts the conditions of
our politioal problem as they were stated by Mr.
Lincoln himself at a time when, in common with
the great mass of the nation, we were giving him
our confidence and support; for it was on the 4th
of July, 1861, that President Lincoln, in his

L

That was then the platforms of President Lin-

ooln, as it wes ours. To-day it is the platform of
Gen. McClellan, gs it still is oura. Standing on

and what we are not willing to do in 1864 is to
desert this platform of principles for the sake of
following the lead of any party in schemes which
we believe to be subversive of the Constitution and
fatal to the Union. 'We ean yield much in the way
of administrative meéastires, but we oannot yield
the fandamental principles of our politieal polity
»s we understand them. We eannot turn revola-
tionists in the mot of suppressing sedition, and
henoe it is that, in the present election, we have
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gard to antecedents, seemed to us the most

vative of the vital prinociples of the Government,
as involved in our present complication. It has not
been with usa question which of the parties in the
past was the wisest and the best, but which to-day
is best fitted to oheok the tendenoies which have
received too much development and impulse from
the drift of events during the last four years, We
believe that our political “ machine” isin danger
from the velocity of its movement in the new dirco-
tion impressed on it by the predominant wing of
the Republican party. We cheerfully recog-
nise the fact that the Republican party num-
bers among its adherents many with whom
we ocould oordially 'sympathize if their opin-

e e e e

de- | jons. gave .color and complexion to the Admin-
| istration, but we have not much oconfidence

that they will be able to maintain their posi.
tion in that party, and at the same time main-
tain the consistency and integrity of their opin-
ions. The drift of the last two years has seemed
to us pregnant with warning on this point. If
we have fallen out of the current it is because we
were not willing to swim with it.

At tho same time we know there is a wing of
the Demooratio party no less impracticable and
exacting in its demands than the so-called “ radical
wing” of the Republicans. Not being identified

with the one party any more than the other, we
suppose ourselves free to discuss the dangerous
tendencies of each, and if Mr. Lincola, during his
Admigistration, had manifested as much stcad-
fastness against what he oalls ¢ the Greeley fac-
tion” as Gen. MoClellan has shown in regard to
¢ the Vallandigham faction,” we might have seen
our way clear to support his pretensions to a re-
election, notwithatanding our old Whig addiction

t)> ‘“the one term principle.”” As it was, in com-
mon with the great mass of our political associates,

wo have felt it our duty to labor for the election of
that candidate who promised to look with a single
eye to the restoration of the Union under the Consti-
tution, and who seemed least likely to be jostled
from his purpose by extraneous influences.

It may be that we have erred in the course we have
taken. 'Wodo not pretend tobe infallible in matters
a8 to whioch we suppose ourgelves to see 50 much fal-
libility iu many others. It is certain that no path
of duty has ever scemed olearer to our eyes, with

such lights as we were able to bring to & discovery

of the way in which we should walk. Whatever
may be the award of this day’s arbitrament at the
ballot-box, whether it shall appear that we have
soted with the many or the few, we shall have the
consciousness that we oonsulted honestly, if not
wisely, for the welfaxe of the country. We fully be--
liove that the part we have chosen “ will stand the
test of human sorutiny and of time.” And what-
ever may be the result of the eleotion, we have
the same theary of civil obligation to propound for
our owr guidanceand for the guidance of our coun-
trymen. So long as Gen. MeClellsn and Mr. Lin-
coln were before the people as candidates forthe
Presidency, it became the duty as it was the right
of all to canvass with freedom, if only with ean-
dor, their respeetive claims to public confidence.
But when the contest has been decided let there
be, as far as possible, an end of strife and debate.

If the ohoice of the people shall fall on Gen.
MoClellan, it will be the duty of his opponents,
equally with his supporters, to give to him, as
President, the support he is entitled to claim from
all good citizens as the constitutional head of the
nation. And between Mr. Lincoln, the candidate
of his party, and Mr. Lincoln, the President of the
United States, there is & wide difference. In the
former oharacter he can ask to be supported only
by those who concur with him in his opinions and
poliey. T the latter character he may rightly sk
to be upheld in the discharge of his constitutional
fanctions by citizens of all parties alike. And
when we call to mind the discordant elements
which enter into the composition of both the par-
tios reapeotively supporting the candidacies of Gen.
MeClellsn and Mr. Lincoln, it must be sapparent to
all that the sucoess of either will impose upon pa-
triotio citizens, without distinction of party, the
daty of avoiding » factious opposition to the one
or the other, since, in any evemt, the intrinsic
difficultics of the position of either must be greatly
enhanced by the divergent views of the supporters
of each, whether Gen. McClellsn or Mr. Lincoln
shall be installed in the Presidential olair for
the next four years. Those who, on theone hand
or on the other, apprehend the most disastrous
oonsequences from the elevation of Gen. MoClellan
or of Mr. Linocoln to power, should not despair of
the Republic, but are bound by the very sincerity
of their spprehensions to labor, within the sphere
of their influence, for the correction of tendencics
to evil—giving to the Administration, whoever
may be the inoumbent of the Presidential office, all
the support that can be given in consistency with
» sonse of duty to the Constitution and the public
welfare. And it will equally be the duty of the
President eleot to remember that, in acoeding to
the discharge of his official duties, he ceases to be
the exponent of & mere party, and is called by the
moral necessities of his position to respeot as much
the rights of the minority of his fellow-citizens as
the will of the majority.

Mbsj. Gen. Marmadake, Brig. Gen. Cabell, and four rebe
oolonels, onptured by Gieneral Pleasanton at the battie of
Osage, lefi Bt. Louis on Thursday for Jobnson's Tsland.

THE BT. ALBAN'S ROBBERS.
The proceedings at Montreal on Friday, in the case of
the St. Alban's robbers, are stated to have been very s
tisfactory. Beveral of the robbers were identified, also
some of the money sto'so. Upon covsultation with the
United Btates authorities, it was determined to proceed
with one onse in order to save time; sl by the cecimon
of that ease, if in favor of the United Btates, the whole
will be remanded under the extradition treaty. If the de-
cision in adverse to the United Btates, they have reserved

the right to take up sny of the other cases.

WASHINGTON: THURSDAY,

THREE REBEL PRIVATEERS.

The rebels humth:m committiog depre
dations on the coast. The Chickamaugs, which ran out
from Wilmington on the aight of the 27th of October, lits

arrived at New York on Fridsy on board the barque Abras-
ham Lincolo, which was also captured and bonded for

steamer, carrying three guns and a crew of one hundred
and fifly men.

The steamer Chesspeake, on her way to New York on
Friday from Portland, was boarded by the United Btates
outter Kewanos, and her eaptain informed that the Talla-
haseee was on the cosst and had destroyed several vessels.
- A British schopner also arrived at New York on F'ri-
day evening with twenty-eight persoms belonging to three
vessels that bad been captured and destroyed by the rebel
stesmer Olustee. Ohe of the vessels destroyed was the
schooner A. J. Bird, Capt. French,of and from Rockiand,
for Washington, (D. C.) with & cargoiof lime, laths, and
potatoes. The erew were ordered on board the steamer,
and the echooner seuttled. The Oluatee is an iron serew
steamer of eleven hundred tons burden, rigged with two
smoke-stacks, two screws, and very fust, and ran out from
Wilmington on the 30th ultimo.

The following letter IauTe-on received by the Govern-
ment in reference to the new piratical steamer to be com
manded by Capt. Semmes :

UmiTED BTATES CONSULATE,
Liverpool October 18, 1864,

Big: The English serew steamer Sea King, built at
Gl?d;uw in 1863, cleared for Bombay and eailed from
Loodon on the 8th nstant, with a large quantity of coal,
fifty tons of metal, and a erew of forty-seven men, in com-
mand of Capt, Cobbett. Mr. Ciscu, United Btates Con
sular Agent at Dover, says he hss reliable information
that Capt. Bemmea is to have this veesel. From what is
known at this office about the Sea King, independent of
the information of Mr, Cisco, I have not the least doubt
she is the vessel the steamer Laurel is to meet, and that

. Bemmes, with the officers, men, and guns taken vut
in the Laurel, will be tranaferred to her. Their place of
meeting is not known to me.

The Bea King is a very fast, strongly-built and fine look-
ing screw steamer, built of wood, with iron frame, and
coppered, about one thousand.tons burden, and two buo-
dred and twenty-two feet lung, one funnel, thres bright
maste, ship rigged with wire rigging, heavlly eparred, ma-
chinery shaft the meiomast, No doubt her name will be
changed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Tromas H. DubpLEy, Consul.

EXCITEMENT IN TRENTON.

Collision Between a Rai(_road Train and a M-
Clellan Procession—The Train Attacked.

The Washington through mail train, which sterted from
Jersey City st half past 7 o'clock on Friday night, en-
eountered a McClellan prooession on the track ol the road
in Trenton; and & serious collision ocourred. The speed
of the train had slackened in order to roo over the bridge
at the ordinary slow rate, and when it became evident tuat
a oollision must ocour, ap effort was made to stop the en-
gine, but it struck the hind wheels of the wagon, carrying
the aud of the vehicle about twenty feet, and upsetting the
boat and the Iadies. Fortuvately none of them were killed,
and none, it is said, were seriously injured. The excite-
ment at the time was fearful. Beveral hundred meu gath-
ered round the engine, which had stopped The engineer
and firepsen fled for their lives, and escaped in tbe confu-
sion. The mob became infuriated and uuvdertook to de-
stry the losomotive. They
breaking reflsctor and

. Feariog that
be destroyed, or the bridge be burned, the attempt to go
forward was abandooed. Bubsequently, when the train
had been delayed more than an hour, some of the leaders of
jhe procession were concilisted. These men rode on the
engine declaring to the crowd that it was *‘sll right,” and
#0 the train was taken out of Trenton.

TERRIBLE RAILROAD DISASTER.
We have already sanounced in our telegraphic columns
the oceurrence of a terrible railway secident near Lafay-
ette, Indiana, on Monday lsst. The following particulars
are from the Indianapolis Journal :

“At 355 P. M the express train north, on the
Lafayette and Indianspolis railroad, and extra stock train
south, which lefu here at three o'clock, collided one and a
half miles north of Culver’s station, causiog serious loss of
‘life. The baggage car was driven clear through the first
ssenger oar. Moat of the killed were returned and tur-
r:ughad soldiers, who bad served over three years, and
were returniog home, OUne of the killed tad been con-
floed thirteen months over his time in Libby Prison, and
was just returning. Oune drafted man from Booue county
was fonod with one leg broken and the other lying near
with his boot, completely eevered. Ope man, pame uu-
koown, had the wtoh top of his bead taken clean off.
Bixteen persons wers almost instantly killed and a large
number wounded, fourteen of whom have since died.”

RULES FOR VOTING IN BALTIMORE.
At s meeting of the Judges of Election, beld at the
Criminal Court room on Thursday evening last, it was

18t. Regolved, That the oath preseribed in the new Con-
stitution be put to every person uffering to vote, and that
they aleo be sworn to snswer truly all such questions aa
may be propounded to them. 1

24, That the simple taking of the oath will not be econsi-
dered by the Judges conclusive evidenece of loyalty.

3d. ‘1 hat the Judges be instrueted to putsuch other ques-
tions to voters, outside of the cath prescribed by the Uon
stitution, as ahall satisfly them that the party offeriog to
vote is not & rebel or a rebel sympathizar.

4th, That the Judges be requested tu commit sny rormon
offering to vote who, in their opinion, has cworn [wsely.

By order of the Judges of Eloainn $
Ww, Brigrisa, Chairman
Davin W, Gray, Segretary.

AN UNPREJUDICED OPINTON.

Ertract of a Letter fr:;uu aged and eminent
Citizen of Ohio to the Editors,

HicHLanp CousTy, Onio, OCToBER 31, 1864,

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

GENTLEMEN : T have long shared with my housshold
in the benefit and pleasurs which your journal has im-
parted. We belonged to the same political party, (old
line Whig,) and although opposed to Mr. Lincoln's ¢leo-
tion, we were disposed to support his Administration. I
scon became satisfied that the «bolition element woumld
have a oontrolling influence upon the President and his
Cabinet, and that ultra mensures upon the subject of slav-
ery would be adopted. My worst fears and predictions
were fully realized, and after the President’s proclamation
of emancipation and confiseation, I came to the conelusion
that Mr. Lincoln’s re-election to the Presidency would
prove a great misfortune for the nation, and pomibly a
disselution of the Union. I have not changed Lhat opinion.

MARYLAND ELECTION FRAUDS.
We have already alluded to the factthat in the return of
the votes of the Denton distriot, in Caroline county, in the
Btate of Maryland, at the Iate eleotion had on the new
Coostitation, but forty-seven votes appeared ' sgainst the
Constitution,” whereas eighty nins voters, whoss names
appear upon the poll books, have publicly certified and
avow their willingness to swear that they voted *' against
the Conatitation.” We bave before us a Iste number of
the Denton (Md.) Journal eontaioing the certificats of
these voters, authenticated by their proper signatures.
Independently of these eighty-nine names, our contemporary
snumerates the names of other citizens of the same dis-
triot known to have voted againat the Comstitution, No
ateps, of oourse, have been taken for the punishment of
thase slestion frauds, because they were committed in the

iaterest of the party in power,

——

since destroyed three vessels. Their captains and erows { bearer of the message of (fen. SHerman, inviting Mr. Sts

$15,000. The Chickamauga is represented to be a screw:|
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FROM THE SOUTH.
The Richmond Whig of the 1st instant contains the fol-

jowing letter of Mr. BTEPHENS, the Vies President of the
Southern Confederaoy, to Mr. William King, who was the

phens to a conference on the subject of peace :

5 * CRAWFORDSVILLE, (Gia.) OcT. 1,1864. .
Whw. King, 8r., Esq.—8IR : I bave considered the mes-
sage you delivered me yesterday from Gen. Sherman with
sl theser ard gravity dus theimportanee of the ¥ub.
Joot. The message was a verbal invitation, by hima throogh
you, to me to visit him at Atlaota, to see if we could agree
upon some plan of terminating this fratricidsl war without
farther effusion of blood.
_ 'The object is one which addresses itaelf with peculisr
interest nnd great force to every well wisher of his coun-
try—to every friend of huwanity—to eve
every oue atiached to the prineiples of u'ﬁr
established by our eommon ancestors. I need not assure
L_pu. therefore, that it is an object very dear to me. There
no sagrifice I would not make, short of prisciple and
honor, to obtain it; and no effort would I spare, under the
samsé limitations, with any reasonable or probable prospect
of success. But, in the present instance, the entire sb-
sence of any power on my part to enter into such negotia-
tions, aod like absence of any such power on his part,
80 {ar as appears from bis message, necessarily precludes
my acceptance of the invilation thus tendered.

_In communioating this intention to Gen. Shermnn, you
may also say to him that if he is of opinion that there is
any prospeet of our agreelng upon any terms of adjust-
ment to be submitted to the action of our respective Go-
vernments, even though he has no power to act in advance
in the premises, and will make this known to me in some
formal and authoritative manner, (being so desirous for

eace himsell as you represent him to have expressed

meelf,) [ would most cheerfully and williogly, with the
consent of cur antborities, acoede to his request thus
manifested, and enter with all the earnestoess of my nature
opon the responsibls and arduous task of restoring peace
and harmony to the country, upon the principles of honor,
right, and justioe to ell parties. This does not seem to me
to be at all impossible, if truth and resson should be per-
mitted to have their full sway.

Yours, most respectfully,
ALEXANDER H. ETEPHENS,
THE SURPRISE OF SUNDAY RIGHT.

The Richmond Enquirer of the lst icstant contaias the
following despatoh from Gen. Lee, giving the resulta of
the surpriee of a part of our line on Sanday night last :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
October 31, 1564,
Hon. Fames A, SEDDON, Secretary of War:

Gen. Mahcne penetrated the enemy’s picket line last
night near Petersburg, aod swept it for half a mile, eap-
turing two hundred and thirty officers and men, without
the loss of & wan. The total number of prisoners eaptured

on the 17th below Petersburg, asocording Gen. Hill's re-
port, was seven hundred. R, E. LEE.

government

THE VOTE OF THE NAVY.
We published on Thursday a latter from an officer in
the squadron off Fortress Mooroe giving the vote of the

patriot—to | 0
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THE TREATMENT OF NEGRO SOLDIERS.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Qctober 19, 1:64.
Liewt. Gen. U. 8. Grant, commanding U. 8, Armiss.

GENERAL : In sccordsnce with instrusticns from the
honorable of thy Counfederate States, I bave the
bonor to call your asttention to the subjsot of two commau.
nications recectly addressed by Ms) Gen. B ¥ Butler, an
officer under your command, to the Hon. Robt. Ould, com-
e e s Jreses. W e Sowee
[ © .
s . s coples of the com
You will perceive by one of them that the writer hes
& number of officers and men belonging to the Con-
rate service, prisoners of war captured by the United
States foroes, st labor 1n the canal at Duteh Gap, in re-
':E‘lo' as is slleged, for a like number of Federal col-
i ,lod-h. rs, prisoners of war in our hands, who are said
to have been put to work on vur fortifieations. The eci-
denoce of this in found in the affidavits of two deserters
gy 28
# ol tter vefera to a copy of a notice isgned by a
Coofederate officer commanding & esmp near lﬂuhmozd.
oal ing m the owners to come forward nnd estsblish
their o to certain negroes in’ the custody of “that offi-
cer, The writer of the le to siate that some
of the negroes mentioned in the petice are believed to be
eoldiers of the United States , eaptured in arwe, and
that, upon that belief, he has ordered to such manual Isbor
s he deems most fittiog to tweet the exig-nry an equiva-
lent pumber of prissaers of war held by thie United btates,
jnd sauounces that he will coutinue to order 10 Isbor cap-
tives in war to a pumber ¢qual to that of all the Uuired
[ Btaten soldiers whom he has reason to be ieve are he d to
service or labur by the Cunfederste forces, until be vhall
be- nutifled that the practice on the part of the
Confederate authorities ceased.
sfore stating the facts with reference to the partionlr
negraea alluded to, I beg to explaln the policy pursu-d by
the'Confederate Government toward this class of persons
wheo captured by our foroes.

All pegroes 1n the military or paval servise of the Uni-
ted States taken by us, who a.e not identified as the pro-
perty of gitizens or residents of any of the Confederate
btatea, are regarded as prisoners of war, being held to be
proper subjects of exchapge, as I recently had the honor
to inform you. No labor is exacted from sueh prisoners
by thie Confederste authorities.

Negroes who owe service or labor to eitizens or resi-
deuts of the Confederate Etates,and who, through com-
puleion, persussion, or their own aeeord, leave their owoers
and are placed in the military or naval service of the United
Btates ocoupy a different position.

‘The right to the servios or laber of negro e'aves in “ha
Coufederate States is Lhe same now as when the States
were meiwbers of the Federal Union; The eonstitutional
relations and obligations of the Confederate States to the
owners of this species of p.nperiy are the sawe as those so
frequently and so long recoguised as those appertainivg to
the Government of the United sStates with reference to the
same class of persons by virtue of ita organic law.

From the earliest period of the indepsandenca of the
American Btates it has beea held that one of the duties in-
cumbent upon the several common governments under
which they have from time to time been associated was
the return to their lawful ownera of slaves recaptured
from the public evemy. It has been uniformly held that
the capture or abduotion of a slave does not impair the

crews of some of the fleet. The following from the New
York World furnishes some further particulars of political
sentiment among the sailors :

“The great emergency of the Presidential election
has oautefl to be dispatched a three-wasted reveoue
steamer to take the Presidential votes of the seamen at
Hilton Head, st Key West, and in the Gulf. With this
steamer has goue s ‘ commis:one:,’ who understanda his
business. Going on board the United States steamer Key-
stone Btate, for example, this commimioner requests the

right of the owperYo such slave, but that the right attaches
to lum immedintely upon recapture.

Buch was the practice of the American States during
their struggle for independence. The Givernment under
which they were then associated restorgd to the owners
slaves abducted by the British foroes suhsequendly re-
osptured by the American armies,

?n the war of 1812 with Great Britaio the course pur
sued by the United Btates Governiment was ths ssme, sad
it recoguised the right of the owner to the slaves recaptured
from the ensmy. Both the Continental and United ~1ates

officers te call up the wen, snd the men haviog been called
he asked them to give in their votes. The first eailor
ealled ssked for & McClellan ticket. ‘I have no sueh
tickets," N?lied the commiesioner, ‘ apd I wan't only Lio-
coln-votes.” Five msuch votey only being obtained, be left
the Keystone State in disgust.® Siz Lincoln votes were in
like manner by the revenue cufter in the'wstbe
harbor, aod the crew of the steamer Mattabeset Laving
been told that all who did sot vote for Linecoln might go
to qunrters, the whole crew, with the exception of one
man, so went."”

SOLDIERS ON THER WAY HOME.

The newspapers on the line of travel northward state
that the different railroads have swarmed for several days
past with soldiers sent home to vote. A Baltimore de-
spatch says tbat on Thuredsy night last that city was
crowded with soldiers and civilisns seeking transportation
North. The Nortbern Central railroad was unable, either
at night or the next morning, to sccommodste the crowds
who sought passage by that route. A Washington der
spateh, dated on Friday, in speaking of the travel from
this city, eays:

“ The Baltimore and Ohio railroad has been able dur‘mg
the whole was to meet all the demands of the public an
the Government until to day, when its utmost capacity
wes insufficient to accommodate the immense erowd of
voters going home to rtiuigne in the election. The De-
partments are completely depopulated, the Governmeot
employ és baving been invited by printed ciroulars to accept
furlougha aod go bome to vole.”

THE FOREIGN RECRUITS OF BOSTON.

The Boston Journal of the 4th instaot, alluding to the
importation by Boston of foreign recruits to fill ber quotas
in the army of the United States, pronounces thees re-
eruits to be of a clasa * infinitely supsrior to the scum of
the cities, thieves, blacklege, and bounty jumpers who have
filled the quotas of other places which are #o lavish in their
abuee of Boston,” and adduces the following testimony in
their behalf, as contained in a privete letter from a staff
officer in the first brigade first divizion of the Nineteenth
Army Corps, to which the Thirtieth Massachusetta is at-
tached ; !

* The Thirtieth Massachueetts received to day (Ootober
23) another ‘invuice of Dutohmen.' Maassachusetts has
shown an enterprise in importing these men worthy of &
different appreciation. The men are splendid soldiers—
real, trained, ‘born and bred’ soldiers. The earriage of
their body and limbs shows that they have done duty bo-
fore, and ‘not in Apy volunteer army. ‘1hey have medals
aud stories of chargiog the Redan and Malskofl that are
very interesting to thuse who obarged at Fisher's Hill and
Cedar Creek. They represent almost every European
army. [ ecalled them ‘ Dutobmen’ wroogly. All they want
to make them hlxp,’. they say, is & tenie d'abri—shelter
tent, Like all old soldiers, they are scouriog and rubbing
s good part of the time; and the batch received ths other
day bave employed themselves in gathering odd bita of
wood and tying them into faggots. We should be pleased
to receive many mord like them.”

FROM GEN. GRANT'S ARMY.

A note from the Army of the Potomac, dated on Thure-
day, says: * The situation of affairs remains unchanged,
and the meo are making themselves comfortable by build-
iog log-houses. A severe storm set in yeoterday moruing,
and stll continues, making travelling soy thing but
plensant.’’ ;

The New York Express states that duriog Satarday
last & large number of troops, from what was recently
Gen. Butler's department, arrived in the oity of New
York, incladieg three huadred and seventy men of the
United States infantry from City Poiat. Bpeoulation is

ral impression Is that they have come home to vote.”

FROM GEN. SHERIDAN'S ARMY.

to notice, every thing there being reported still quiet.

headquarters and Martinaburg.

Four Philadelphia regiments,from Sheridan’s army—
vig. the 824, 114th, 119th, and 138th—forming & brigade
of the Bixth Army Corps, are aanounced as having passed
through the oity of Baltimore on Friday night aod Sstur-
day morning, on their way howe to vote. This brigade i
under the command of Col. Bassett, and the men, it is aaid,
are delighted at their good Juok In belog ordered home—
a surprise as sudden to them as it was agreeable

Brigham Youog has just finishad s tour smong the
southern settloments of Utali.
them, and spoke thirty-nine limes.

rife as to the business of these troops here, but the gene

The

‘There are no new movements in the Shenandosh \'M&y
guerrillae are snid to be very sctive between Bheridau's

‘He visited thi;ty-seven of

Governments, in faet, denied that the sdduction of slaves
was & belligarent right; and the Iatter Power insistsd
upon, and ultimatély secured by treaty, peecuniary in-
demuity from the British Goversment for slaves taken by
Tt T s Minciag . alrs of
s tiss ab a slave a citigen o
s Btate in w slavery s ised, aud which is re-
garded us ope of the Upited States, were to escaps into
the Coofederste Btates, or be captured or abducted by
their armies, the legal right of the owner to reclaim him
Eu?tj:dh;u.:um BOW n; in 18119.&: Clt;:.ﬁiunou of Lhn
o unchanged in iculsr, and that
matrument hei’::'b“l interpreted inp the judicial deci-
sions, lagisiative and diplomatic eets and eorrespoudence
of the Uuited Btates, as imposing upon that Government
the duty of protecting, in all cases coming within the
scope of its suthority, the owners of slaves, as well as of
any other kind of property recognised as such by the
several States.
The Confederate Government, bound by the same con-
stitutional obhgations, considers, as that of the United
did, that the eapture or abduetion of & negro slave does
not preclude the lawful owner from reclaiming him when
capiured, and I am instructed to say that all such slaves,
when properly identified as belonging to citix -ns of any of
the Confederata Btates, or to persons an{uyiug the pro.
tection of their laws, will ba restored, liks otber recsp-
tured private property, to those entitled to them.
Haviog eudeavored to explain the general poliey of the
Coufederate Governmeot with regard to this subject, [
beg leave to state the facts concerning the particular trave-
actions referred to io the losed communioat
The negroes recently esptured by our forees were 'seat
to Richmond wth other Federal prisoners, After their
arrival it was discovered that a number of them were
slaves belonging to citizeps or residents of some of the
Confederate States ; and of this class fifty-nine, as I learn,

were sent, with other negroes, to work on the fortifications
around Richmond uokil their owners should appesr and
olaim them. An soon as I was informed of the faot, lesa
than two days dfterwards, not wishing to employ them
here, I ordered them to be seat to the rear By a misap-
prehiension of the epgineer officer in charge, they wers
transferred to our lines south of the Jamen river, but when
apprized of the error, I repeated the order for their re-
moval. If any negroes were included among this pumber
who were not identified as the slaves of oitizens or resi-
dents of some of the Confederate States, they were o io-
cluded without the knowledge or authority of the War De-
partment, ns already explaioed, and the mistake, when dis.
goverad, would have been corrected.

It only remaios for me to say that negroes employed
upon our fortifications are not allowed to be placed wh-re
they will be exponed to fire, and there is no foundation-for
any statement to the coatrary. The author of the commu-
vieations referred to has cousidered himself jusufind by
the reporte of two dessrters, who do not aliege thac the
uegroes in question were exposed to any danger lu placing
our prisoners under the fire of our batteries.

Iu view of the explanations of the practice of the Con:
fadersts Guvernment above given, sad of the statem=nt of
faots I have made, I bave now, in sccirdance with my
instructions, respectfully Lo inquire whether the courre
pursued toward our prisoners, as set forth iu the secom:
panying letters, has your ssuotion; and whether it will bs
maintained 1

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,

E. E. Lee, General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED BTATES,
October 29, 1564,

Gen, R. E. Lz, C. B, A.
Commsnding Army Northern Virginia.
GeNERAL : Understanding from your letter of the 10th
that the colored prisoners who were employed at work in
the trenches near Fort Gilmer have been withdrawa, I
have direoted the withdrawal of the Confed«rate pricovers
employed in the Duteh Gap oanal, S

1 shall nlways the necessity of retalisting for

wrongs dooe our soldiers; but regard it my duly to pro-
tect all persons received lnto the army of the United
Statea, ardless of color or nationality. When sokuowl-
edged lo'lT\erl of the Government are eaptursd they muat
be treated as priscoers of war, or such treatment as they
receive wiil be inflicted upon an equal number of prisoners
h.lldhtz::‘omiu, to do with the discassion of the slavery
queation ; therefore decline answeriog the arguments ad-
duced to show the right to return to former owuers such
pegroos A are captured from our army.
I answer to the queation st the couclusion of your let-
ter, I have to state that all prisoners of war falling into
my bands shall regeive the kindest treatment possible, con-
siatent with securing them, unless I have good suthority
for believing any pumber of curmen are treated
otherwise. Then, painful as it may be to me, 1 shall in-
flict like treatment on an equal number of Confederate
prisoners.

H ping that it may never bacoma my duty to arder re-
talistion upon any man held s & prisoner of war, L bave
the booor to be, very nlgoalhﬂy. your obsdisnt servant,

U. 8. GraST, Lisutensot Genoral.

The recent report in regard to the privateer Tallahasses
being off the Delaware breakwater :mill.‘ by & salute
ﬁmr from Fort Delaware on the
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